
Y1 Learning Overview 
 
 

‘Children leave Rood End with an enthusiasm and curiosity for science and understand how it can influence their futures’ 

 Aut 1 Aut 2 Spr 1 Spr 2 Sum 1  Sum 2 

Science Animals including humans Seasonal changes Everyday materials Seasonal changes Seasonal changes Plants 

Objectives I can name a variety of conmmon 
animals 
I can understand carnivore, herbivore 
and omnivore 
I can identify the main parts of the 
human body 
I can explore human senses 
I can compare the structure of a 
variety of animals 
 

I can observe changes over time I can name a variety of everyday 
materials 
I can say what material an object is 
made from 
I can describe the properties of 
materials 
I can explore if a material is waterproof 
I can explore if a material is absorbant 
I can classify a material according to its 
properties 

I can observe changes over time I can observe changes over time I can name a variety of plants 
I can name a variety of garden plants, 
fruits and vegetables 
I can compare different types of trees 
I can describe the basic structure of a 
plant 
I can identify seeds in a plant 
I can observe the growth of a plant 

 

Investigations Exploring human senses  Material matching.  
Grouping materials according to their 
properties. 
Is a material waterproof? 
Will a material absorb liquid? 

  Plant hunt at the local park 
Investigate the structure of a plant 
Investigate seeds in a fruit 
Investigate the growth of a plant 

 

Key Vocab human, animal, carnivore, herbivore, 
omnivore, body, senses, mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, fish 

Seasons, Autumn, Spring, Summer, 
Winter 

material, object, properties, 
waterproof, absorbant, classify,  

Seasons, Autumn, Spring, Summer, 
Winter 

Seasons, Autumn, Spring, Summer, 
Winter 

plant, tree, fruit, vegetable, seed, grow 

Equipment   Measuring cylinder   Magnifying glass 

Experiences  Visits to the park  Visits to the park Visits to the park  

Religious 
Education 

What is God Like? (Christianity - UC) Christmas and Special Times 
(Christianity - UC) 

Celebrations (Hinduism and Islam) 
 

Easter (Christianity - UC) Sikh Gurus (Sikhism) Gurdwara (Sikhism) 

Prior Learning 
links 

      

Message It is important to forgive. The importance of Christmas for 
Christians. 

Speaking about their experiences and 
the experiences of others. 

Feelings in relation to the events of 
Holy Week. 

Learning morals from Sikh stories. Know why the Gurdwara is important 
to Sikhs.  

Key Question/ 
Outcome 

What do Christians believe God is like? Why is Christmas important for 
Christians? 

Why and how do Hindus and Muslims 
celebrate? 

Why does Easter matter to Christians? What can we learn from stories of the 
Sikh Gurus? 

What does this Sikh symbol represent? 
What is a langar? 
What values are important to Sikhs? 

 

Objectives I can understand how Christians 
believe in God. 
I can identify what a parable is. 
I can explore how God is like a father. 
I can explore Christian beliefs about 
God. 
I can understand how God is forgiving. 
I can understand how it feels to 
forgive. 

I can plan for a new arrival. 
I can retell the nativity – roleplay. 
I can retell the nativity – storyboard. 
I can name some symbols of Christmas. 
I can group religious and non-religious 
symbols of Christmas. 
I can create ‘thank you’ prayers. 

I can say why and how we celebrate 
and how we feel during celebrations. 
I can talk about a character from a 
story. 
I can say how Hindus celebrate Diwali. 
I can talk about what happens during 
Eid-ul-Fitr. 
I can show my learning about Eid-ul 
Fitr. 
I can say what I have learned about 
religious festivals. 

I can sequence the events of Holy 
Week. 
I can say what is happy and sad about 
the Easter story. 
I can say which Christian traditions 
apply to each part of the Easter story 
(Visitor).  
I can recall what Christians do at 
Easter. 
I can talk about Jesus’ resurrection. 
I can talk about feelings. 

I can identify objects that are special 
for Sikhs. 
I can talk about why Guru Nanak’s 
birthday is special. 
I can retell the story of Guru Nanak and 
the Sacred Thread. 
I can retell the story of Guru Har 
Gobind and the cloak. 
I can retell the story of Dunni Chand 
and the Needle. 
I can talk about the hidden meaning in 
Sikh stories. 

I know what Sikh symbols represent.  
I can say why a langar is important.  
I can talk about Sikh values.  
I know why a Gurdwara is important.  
I know the key features of a Gurdwara.  

Vocab Christians, God, bible, Jesus, forgive. 
 

Christmas, nativity, religious, non-
religious, Bethlehem. 

Celebration, Hindu, Muslim, Diwali, 
Eid-ul-Fitr. 

Holy Week, Easter, traditions, 
resurrection, heaven. 

Sikh, Guru, 5Ks, symbol, Guru Nanak. Gurdwara, langar, Symbol Sikh, 
artefacts 

PSHE Family and Relationships (Autumn 1) Health and Wellbeing (Autumn 2) Safety and the Changing Body (Spring 
1) 

Citizenship (Spring 2) Economic Wellbeing (Summer 1) Transition (Y1-5) 
Identify (Y6) (Summer 2) 

 Lesson 1: I can understand that 
families look after us. 
Lesson 2: I can begin to understand the 
importance and characteristics of 
positive friendships. 
Lesson 3: I can recognise how others 
show feelings and how to respond. 
Lesson 4: I can begin to understand 
how relationships can make us feel. 

Lesson 1: I can describe and 
understand my feelings and develop 
simple strategies for managing them. 
Lesson 2: I can recognise and celebrate 
my strengths and set simple but 
challenging goals. 
Lesson 3: I can understand the benefits 
of physical activity and rest. 
Lesson 4: I can know how to relax in 
different ways. 

Lesson 1: I can know how to respond 
to adults in a safe and familiar context 
Lesson 2: I can understand how to 
respond to adults in a range of 
situations 
Lesson 3: I can understand what to do 
if you get lost 
Lesson 4: I can know what an 
emergency is and how to make a 
phone call if needed 

Lesson 1: I can begin to understand the 
importance of rules 
Lesson 2: I can understand that animals 
have different needs and how to care 
for them 
Lesson 3: I can begin to understand the 
needs of babies and young children 
Lesson 4: I can begin to recognise ways 
in which we are the same and different 
to other people  

Lesson 1: I can discover what money is 
and how it helps us. 
Lesson 2: I can consider ways to keep 
coins safe. 
Lesson 3: I can recognise the purpose 
of banks and building societies. 
Lesson 4: I can begin to understand the 
differences between spending and 
saving money. 

Transition Day: I can think about my 
individual strengths and prepare to 
move to my new class. 



Lesson 5: I can begin to understand 
that friendships can have problems but 
we can overcome them. 
Lesson 6: I can begin to understand 
that being friendly to others makes 
them feel welcome and included. 
Lesson 7: I can begin to understand 
what is meant by a stereotype. 
 

Lesson 5: I can begin to understand 
how germs are spread and how we can 
stop them spreading. 
Lesson 6: I can begin to understand the 
risks associated with the sun. 
Lesson 7: I can begin to understand 
allergies. 
Lesson 8: I can understand that there 
are people in the local community who 
help to keep us healthy. 

Lesson 5: I can begin to understand the 
difference between acceptable and 
unacceptable physical contact 
Lesson 6: I can begin to understand 
what is safe to put into or onto our 
bodies 
Lesson 7: I can understand that there 
are dangers at home and how these 
can be avoided 
Lesson 8: I can understand that there 
are people in the local community who 
help to keep us safe 

Lesson 5: I can understand the range of 
groups people belong to  
Lesson 6: I can begin to understand 
how democracy works 
 

Lesson 5: I can identify the different 
job roles adults have in school. 
Lesson 6: I can identify and describe 
different jobs. 
 

Art  Formal Elements of Art (A) Art Skills (A)  Sculptures and Collages (A) Landscapes (A) 
 

Outcomes  Talk about how they can mix primary 
colours to make new colours, different 
types of lines and suggest ways they 
can use of some of them in artwork. 

 Talk about the skills they have used 
and how different media produce 
different results. 

Talk about what they have made and 
some of the skills they have used. 

Talk about how they create a 
landscape, how to mix colours and why 
they might do this. 

Objectives  I can create abstract art using shape 
and colour  
I can create line drawings using 
different types of lines 
I can create a water effect with lines 
and different materials 
I can make secondary colours 
I can paint with colours 

 I can print 
I can mix different shades of a colour 
I can make a print 
I can make a print 
I can experiment with different media 

I can create patterns in clay 
I can make a 3D model 
I can make a 3D model 
I can plan and create a sculpture 

I can use paint to add detail 

I can use lines, shapes and a range of 
materials 
I can paint using different tints and 
shades 
I can add details with paint, objects or 
materials 
I can explore and use different textures 
I can mix colours to match colours used 
in an artist’s work 

Vocab  composition/layout, abstract art, lines, 
straight, diagonal, wavy, primary 
colours, secondary colours 

 print, patterns, shape, shades, lighter, 
darker, colour, line, texture, 2D shapes, 
media, overlap, contemporary 

Patterns, clay, etch, camouflage, 3D 
model, form, natural materials, 

sculpture, metalic 

Landscapes, composition, horizon, 
shades, watercolours, textures, mixing 

Artists  Bridget Riley, Jasper Johns  Wassily Kandinsky, Renata Bernal, Ilya 
Bolotowsky, Louis Wain 

William Morris, John Dearle, Andy 
Goldsworthy, Louise Bourgeois 

Pierre Auguste Renoir, Joaquín Sorolla, 
Peder Severin Krøyer, Vincent Van 
Gogh 

DT Puppets 
(Textiles) 

Weekly lessons 

 Moving Story Books 
(Mechanisms) 

Weekly lessons 

 Windmills 
(Structures) 

Block teaching 

 

Summary Children explore different ways of 
joining fabrics before creating their 
own hand puppets based upon 
characters from a well-known fairytale. 
Throughout they work to develop their 
technical skills of cutting, gluing, 
stapling, and pinning. 

 

 Children experiment with sliders 
before planning and making three 
pages of a moving story book, based 
on a familiar story. They will draw the 
page backgrounds, make the moving 
parts and assemble it. 
 

 Inspired by the song, ‘Mouse in a 
windmill’, children design, decorate 
and build a windmill for their mouse 
client to live in, developing an 
understanding of different types of 
windmills, how they work, and their 
key features. 
 

 

Outcome Children have designed, constructed 
and evaluated their own hand puppet, 
linked to a story taught during the 
Autumn term. 
Photographs of the final product can 
be shared in a gallery on the school 
website. 

 A moving story book based on Humpty 
Dumpty. 
 

 All children will have completed a 
moving windmill structure.  They have 
developed design, cutting, sticking and 
construction skills. 
 

 

Objectives I can join fabrics using different 
methods. 
I can design a puppet. 
I can cut fabric accurately. 
I can join pieces of fabric accurately. 
I can decorate my puppet. 
I can evaluate my work. 
 

 I can explore making mechanisms. 
I can explore making mechanisms. 
I can construct a moving picture. 
I can construct a moving picture. 
I can evaluate my finished product. 

 I can design a structure. 
I can assemble a structure. 
I can assemble a windmill. 
I can test and evaluate my work. 
 

 

Vocab Decorate ● Design ● Fabric ● Glue ● 
Model ● Hand puppet ● Safety pin ● 
Staple ● Stencil ● Template 

 Axle ● Axle holder ● Chassis ● Design ● 
Evaluation ● Fix ● Mechanic ● 

Mechanism ● Model ● Test ● Wheel 

 Client ● Design ● Evaluation ● Net ● 
Stable ● Strong ● Test ● Weak ● 

Windmill 

 
 
 
 
 



History My own history  Toys Through Time  
 

 Explorers  

Prior 
Learning/Links 

      

Key Question/ 
Outcome 

How am I making history?  How and why have toys changed? 
 

 How have explorers changed the 
world? 

 

Key learning What is my history? 
How can I find out more about myself? 
How are special events remembered? 
What was it like for childrenin the 
past?B 
What have I learnt about childhood in 
the past?  
How am I making history? 

 What is your favourite toy? 
Did your parents and grandparents 
play with the same toys as you? 
What were toys like in the past? 
What us similar and different about 
toys now and in the past? 
How have teddybears changed over 
time? 

How have toys changed? 

 What is an explore? 
Where have explorers travelled and 
when? 
Who was Christopher Columbus and 
what did he do? 
Who was Matthew Henson and what 
did he do? 
How has exploration changed? 
How can we remember explorers? 

 

Vocab   Artefacts, timeline, 
chronology/chronological, living 

memory, lifetime, toys, technology 

   

Experiences       

Geography  Our School  The UK  Whats it like to live in Shangahi? 

Key Concepts  EYFS – Simple map work/story maps  Science – Seasonal changes 
 

  

Key Question/ 
Outcome 

 What is it like here?  What is the weather like in the uk? 
 

 What is it like to live in Shanghai? 

Objectives  Where in the world are we? 
What can we see in our classroom? 
What can we find in our school 
grounds? 
Where are the different places in our 
school?  
How do we feel about our playground? 
How can we make our playground 
even better?  
 

 Where is the UK? 
What are the four seasons? 
What are the compass directions? 
What is the weather like today? 
Is the weather the same everywhere in 
the UK? 
How do people prepare for the 
weather?  
 

 What can we see in our local area? 
Can we map out our local area? 
Where in the world is China? 
What can you see in China? 
What is Shanghai like? 
How is Shanghai different from our 
local area? 
 

Core vocab  Aerial view, features, labels, maps, 
atlases, globes, directions, compass 
points, grounds, town, country, 
symbols, key, locate/location, atlas, 
country, directional language – near, 
far, left, right, next to, 
distance,features, place 

 Atlas, map, location, locate, land, 
country, continent, season, climate,  

 Human feature, physical feature, 
harbour, map, country, continent, 
skyscrape, metro and city. 

  Read ‘Me on a Map’ by Joan Sweeney 
PRIOR to lesson 1.  

 A Walk in the Woods’ by Flora Martyn   

Texts/Experiences  Fieldwork - playground    
 

 

P.E Fundamental Movements 
(Speed) 

 

Gymnastics Target games 
(throwing and catching) 

Agility skills Ball games 
(Attacking) 

Athletics 

Music  
EP (Choral) (M) 

 
EP (Choral) (M) 

 
EP (Choral) (M) 

 
Pitch and tempo(M) 

 

 
Musical vocabulary (M) 

Under The Sea 

 
Vocal and body sounds (M) 

 
Vocab    tempo, pitch, high, low, increase, 

decrease, faster, slower 
pulse/tempo/dynamics/timbre/pitch/ 

Rhythm/texture/structure 
Dynamics, pitch, body, instrument, 
sounds, seaside, symbol, represent, 
score 

 


