
	
	

Becoming	a	Reading	Volunteer	
	

What	is	the	role	of	a	reading	volunteer?	
	
Being	a	Reading	Volunteer	at	Rood	End	Primary	involves	working	alongside	some	of	our	targeted	
readers	on	a	1:1	basis.	These	are	pupils	who	are	working	below	the	expected	standard	for	their	age	
group	and	will	benefit	from	additional	reading	support.		
	
What	happens	in	a	typical	reading	session?	
	
A	volunteer	would	spend	around	fifteen	minutes	with	each	pupil.	The	individual	children	will	each	
bring	their	own	designated	reading	book	to	the	session.	Adults	will	focus	on	helping	the	child	with	
their	phonics	skills	(decoding	of	words)	and	their	understanding	of	what	they	have	read.	A	simple	
comment	will	then	be	recorded	in	the	child’s	Reading	Record	Book.	
	
What	guidance	will	a	volunteer	receive?	
	
Volunteers	will	be	given	a	range	of	resources	to	support	with	comprehension.	This	will	include	
example	questions	to	ask	and	the	types	of	understanding	we	are	trying	to	develop.	To	help	gain	an	
insight	into	the	progression	of	reading,	the	school’s	book	banding	system	will	also	be	explained.	
For	further	support,	visit	our	school	website:	https://www.roodend.sandwell.sch.uk/reading/	
Volunteers	are	welcome	to	visit	the	school	and	observe	reading	sessions	being	delivered.	
	
How	much	time	will	a	volunteer	have	to	commit?	
	
The	school	is	very	flexible	and	will	work	around	your	own	time	commitments.	We	recognise	that	all	
adults	are	volunteers	and	we	greatly	appreciate	any	support	that	you	are	prepared	to	provide.	
	
When	can	a	reading	volunteer	begin	working	at	the	school?	
	
All	adult	volunteers	must	complete	a	volunteer	form	which	is	obtainable	from	the	school	office.	
Once	the	form	has	been	processed,	safeguarding	checks	are	then	made.	When	a	DBS	certificate	is	
produced	and	evidenced,	volunteers	can	then	make	arrangements	to	start	working	at	the	school.		
	
Who	is	the	school’s	main	contact?	
	
Please	ask	to	speak	to	Mr	J.	Hadley	(Deputy	Head	Teacher).		
Email:	jonathan.hadley1@roodend.sandwell.sch.uk		
	
Supporting	a	child	to	read	is	such	a	valuable	life	skill	and	an	incredibly	rewarding	experience.	On	

behalf	of	both	the	pupils	and	staff,	we	hope	you	consider	becoming	a	Reading	Volunteer.	
	

THANK	YOU.	


